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Kuwaiti Norms for Raven’s Standard Progressive Matrices

Ahmed Mohamed Abdel-Khalek Salah Ahmed Mourad
College of Arts College of Education
Alexandria University Kuwait University
Abstract

The Raven’s Standard Progressive Matrices (SPM) has a widespread interest
through the five continents of the world, including most of the Arab countries, especially
the State of Kuwait because of its several advantages. This study aimed to introduce
Kuwaiti normative data on the SPM. This standardization depends on: (1) using a large
sample size of both sexes (N= 8472), (2) a wide age range for the sample (from 7 to
17 years.), (3) selecting the sample from all of the Kuwaiti districts, (4) using the
complete version of the SPM 60 items, (5) producing percentile norms (each five
percentile scores) for each age group every six months, (6) computing reliability
for each age group, (7) investigating sex and age group differences. It is hoped
that these normative data would have theoretical and practical applications in the
Kuwaiti context.
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Nonverbal Learning Disabilities
New Issues and Trends
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Lecturer of Special Education - Faculty of Education
Ain-Shams University

Abstract

Nonverbal learning disability (NVLD) is one of the disabilities that has not received
research interest in the Arab World in spite of the interest it has in the developed
countries. This type of disabilities has a lot of ambiguity, confusion, and overlapping
terms. There are many issues related to these disabilities that need further research and
study. Accordingly, this study aimed to shed light on NVLD in terms of the definition,
causes, characteristics, diagnostic criteria, similarities and differences between NVLD
and other disabilities and disorders. The study also shed some light on the issue of
comorbid disorders and the problem of NVLD that accompanies Asperger Syndrome.
In addition, the current study provided some intervention methods that can be used
with individuals with NVLD, some research trends, and a set of recommendations for
the field of NVLD.
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Abstract

The Present study aimed at investigating the validity and reliability measures to identify
autistic children in United Arab Emirates .The sample of the study consisted of 112 cases
identified to be autistics. The authors developed the scale of 47 items in its final version.
The items distribute over three sub scales: stereotypes behavior, verbal communication
and social interaction. The Reliability results indicated a positive correlation between test
and retest, in addition to internal consistency for the whole scale (Cronbach Alpha 0.91),
as well as for each subscale (stereotyping behavior, 0.81; communication, (.76 and social
interaction, 0.89).

Results of discriminant analysis revealed that whole scale as well as the subscales
are significantly valid in discriminating between children with and without autism. This
confirms the ability of the scale to identify children with autism and its ability to distinguish
between the three possible of autism probabilities: Likely, Unlikely and Very high.
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