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Evaluation of the Enhanced Arabic Curriculum for the First
Elementary Grade by Teachers and Instructors of Arabic in Kuwait

Nawal Abdul Kareem Al-Tuwaijry
Consultant - AlJahra Educational Foundation - Kuwait

Abstract

The purpose of the study was to assess the enhanced Arabic curriculum for the first
elementry grade from the point of view of teachers and educational instructors of the
subject of Arabic in Kuwait, in order to reveal curriculum strengths and weaknesses,
and to address their suggestions for curriculum improvement. To achieve this, the
author developed a 50-item questionnaire, based on standards of school curriculum
evaluation and previous literature. Items of questionnaire covered the following six
domains: Objectives, content, linguistic skills, language of the book, drawings and
images and teacher's guide. Adequate methods were used to assess validity and reliability
of the questionnaire. The developed tool, then, was administered to (268) teachers and
(45) instructors of Arabic. Overall, the results of study showed high ratings of the
questionnaire items and domains by teachers and instructors. A unmber of suggestions,
however, were presented, most importantly, aligning the currculum content to pupil's
age and experience; integrating the books of Arabic for the first grade in one book;
reconsidering the vocal method; and moving to the analysis-synthesis method of
content presentation. Based on these findings, the author recommends that curriculum
developers should consider teachers and instructors suggestions to enhance the Arabic
curriculum in line with educational innovations and future challenges.
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