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Kindergarten Teachers' Perceptions of Reading Aloud to Children

Fathi M. Thmeideh
Associate Professor of Early Childhood Education
Hashemite University - Zarqa, Jordan

Abstract

This study aimed at exploring pre-school teachers' perceptions of storybook
reading to children. The study's sample consisted of (113) pre-school teachers from
Zarqa governorate. To achieve the objectives of the study, the researcher developed a
questionnaire that consisted of three domains, namely; the degree of teachers' assessment
of their practices in storybook reading, their perceptions of parental involvement in
reading to children, and the main problems they face regarding this practice. The results
revealed that the degree of teachers' assessment of their practices in storybook reading was
moderate, whereas it was low on parental involvement in reading to children. Moreover,
the results showed that there were a number of problems teachers face regarding this
practice such as lack of time and inadequate facilities. The results also revealed that there
were no significant differences regarding teachers perception due to qualifications, while
there were significant differences due to teaching experiences on parental involvement
domain in favor of teachers with long experience. The study ended with a number of
suggestions and recommendations.
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