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Verbal Abuse of Children by Parents in Al-Karak
Governate and its Relationship to Some Demo-
graphical Variables of Abusing Parents

Abstract
Dr. Mohamad Al-Shukayrat

The aim of this study was to make a survey of verbal abuse, which is used by
parents against their children. The sample of this study consists of (1673) male
and female students of public schools of Al-Karak, with an average age of
fourteen and a half years.

The verbal abuse, which is used by parents against their children, has been
classified into (16) categories, based on the results of a pilot study. Each
category has its own special utteramces. Afterwards this questionnaire was
dispensed to the sample of this study, where the reply of male/female students
depends on the effect and the frequency of each category of him/her,

The results of the study indicated that verbal abuse against children includes
utterances related to threatenming, yelling and shouting, underestimating the
child's abilitics, resembling children to inmanimate objects or to animals,
underestimating the child's personality, or utterances wishing of disease upon
their children, and rejecting their children. Parents’ utterances extend to swearing
at the child's parents and dignity. Some parents give harsh criticism on their
children behaviours like sleeping or eating. Finally, some utterances have sexual
relevance and blasphemy. Forthermore, the results indicated that the more these
verbal abuse utterances are used against children, the more they affect these
children. Also, the results of this study showed that males have a larger chance of
expose to such utterances. Nevertheless, female students are more affected by the
verbal abuse than male students. At last, the results of this study showed that
there is a comrelation between family members and the frequent usage of the
verbal abuse. On the other hand, parents that have low income have more
frequent usage of verbal abuse.
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péareni-teacher conference. For parents puzzled or overwhelmed by what
the authors refer to as "the blob" of the education bureaucracy, The
Educated Child can be a helpful insiders' view from those who once
governed the biggest blob of all. --Jodi Mailander Farrell

The Schools Our Children Deserve; Moving Beyond

Traditional Classrooms an Tougher Standards “‘“'”*:‘z**“z“xt*?“
by Alfie Kohn

. ALHIE KOHN
Editorial Reﬁews x-m ulrlsn'ﬂ:l ELHATDS wd M5 COHTELE

Teacher-turned-writer  Alfie  Kohn takes on | 4#m: SCHOOLS I
traditional-education giants like E.D. Hirsch, dlong |- C H ILDRE N
with practically every state government "raising | D E S E VEC
the bar" and toughening standards, in this attack on R A

the back-to-basics movement. An established critic [ A Sy (, B YR
Of a ITleﬁc&'S ﬁxaﬁo“ on g ] B and test Scores, ’H“ :; C"‘lm "rAS;rL Pl

L C VI K | WRSA‘H R

Kohn has written a detailed, methodical treatise
that accuses politicians and educators of replacing
John Dewey, the father of public education, with test-tutoring king Stanley
Kaplan. The current standards movement that demands smdents learn a list of
dates and facts prepares kids for Jeopardy, Kohn argues, not real life, He joins
David C. Berliner and Bruce J. Biddle (The Manufactured Crisis) in
questioning whether today's schools are truly floundering, warning that
romantic memories of the old school, with its tests, worksheets, and drills, are
purely that--memories romanticized by time and perception,

Kohn backs up his argument with research and observations from like-minded
reformers such as Deborah Meier, but his position is nothing new. Rather, it is
a volley back at traditionalists, a direct counter to Hirsch's 1996 book The
Schools We Need, which Kohn critically dissects at length, even accusing
Hirsch of incorrectly generalizing footnoted research. Kohn also takes issue
with the backlash against the whole-language approach to reading instruction
(though. this argument wears thin, given that many schools have already
moved beyond the debate to use a combination of whole language and
phonics). The overall message of The Schools Our Children Deserve is a valid
cautionary tale about the future of American education that deserves to be
heard out by teachers, policymakers, and parents. --Jodi Mailandar Farrell
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to parents new to the school as "entering a nine-year conversation" about their
children's education; where teachers use computer modeling to galvanize
student insight into everything from Romeo and Juliet to the extinction of the
mammoths; and where teachers' training is not just bureaucratic ritual but an
opportunity to recharge and rethink the classroom.

In a fast-changing world where school violence is a growing concern, where
standardized tests are applied as simplistic "quick fixes," where rapid
advances in science and technology threaten to outpace schools' effectiveness,
where the average tenure of a school district superintendent is less than three
years, and where students, parents, and teachers fec! weighed down by
increasing pressures, Schools That Learn offers much-needed material for the
dialogue about the educating of children in the twenty-first century.

Shaking Up the Schoolhouse: How to Support
and Sustain Educational Innovation

by Phillip C. Schiechty SH%II"\'ING UP

Heltorial feviews SCHOOL

Book Description H() []

One of the nation's leading education gurus o 1o \
provides the "nuts and bolts" of how to create Aty
lasting school change.

Informed by decades of experience with hundreds ™ ERERIIEERERIEE]

of schools, this book provides educators with a

blueprint for managing and leading change in school systems. In it,
renowned educator Phillip Schlechty explains why schools must create
systems that will ensure the longevity of successful programs and
improvements. He shows educators how to coordinate their efforts and
systematically focus on results that matters - setting learming and
performance goals, evaluating and aligning curriculum, assessing student
interest, planning daily or year-long programs, and supervising staff
development. And, he demonstrates how rules, roles, relationships, values,
traditions, lore, and belief define the structure, culture, and systems of

ird
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