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Abstract:

The study investigated the comprehension of backward design in teaching, its appli-
cation in various teaching context. Moreover, the study explored the opportunities and
challenges faced by teachers in applying backward design in the classroom from their
perspectives. The sample consistd of (7) male teachers for science, English language,
religion, and Arabic for fourth grade students in West Bank, Palestine. The study used a
phenomenological approach to explore the perspectives of teachers regarding the use of
backward design relying on semi-structured interview, classroom observations, and les-
son plans. The data were analyzed in the light of Braun and Clarke (2006) thematic analy-
sis. The study further adopted situated learning theory by Lave and Wenger (1991). The
findings revealed that teachers have moderate perceptions of backward design by focus-
ing mainly on achieving educational objectives. However, they face challenges related to
the lack of time and dense curricula. Moreover, the study highlighted the role of backward
design in fostering in-depth comprehension and in connecting theoretical knowledge with
practical application. The researchers recommended equipping teachers with ongoing
educational programs, developing innovative assessment tools, and fostering interactive
activities and linking them with the real-life sitnation.

Keywords: backward design, Palestine, interviews, observation, learning environments,
teaching development.
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