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Exploring the Professional Development Needs of Kindergarten
Teachers: "Insights from Teachers and Childhood Experts"

Sawsan Victor Ishak Istephan

PHD Student - AlQuds University-Jerusalem - Palestine
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Professor in Curriculum & Early childhood, Faculty of Educational Sciences,

Director of Child Institute - Al Quds University - Jerusalem - Palestine.

Abstract

The study aimed to explore the professional development needs of kindergarten
teachers from the point of view of teachers and childhood experts in Palestine. The
researcher Sfollowed the phenomenological approach to describe the phenomenon
experienced by kindergarten teachers, through the use of a qualitative method to
collect information, which consisted of three focus groups with 14 educators, and
an interview with 4 kindergarten directors and two supervisors. As tools for collect-
ing qualitative data necessary to answer the study questions. The results showed
that the training needs of kindergarten teachers included education through play,
preparation for games and educational aids, dealing with children’s learning dif-
ficulties and behaviors, and human development needs. The study also pointed to
a set of challenges facing the professional development of kindergarten teachers,
including the available time, the lack of incentives, the costs of the course, the lack
of independence of the kindergarten from the school, and the incompatibility of
the content of the courses with the training needs. Moreover, the mechanisms for
determining the need were represented by a recommendation from the kindergar-
ten director, the teacher herself who determines her training need, based on work
seniority, stage and specialization. Accordingly, the researcher Srecommended the
necessity for providing training courses for kindergarten teachers stemming from
their professional needs.

Keywords: Professional Development, Needs of Professional Development,
Kindergarten Teachers, Kindergarten Experts.
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