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Evaluating Elementary Grade Teacher’s Knowledge
in Reading Teaching Strategies in Al-Ain City

AbdelAziz Sartawi, Chair Sana Tibi
Dept. of Special Education - College of Education Dept. of Special Education - College of Education

United Arab Emirates United Arab Emirates

Ousha Al-Mubhairy Mr. Rawhi Abdat

Dept. of Special Education Dept. of Disability Care & Rehabilitation
College of Education Ministry of Social Affairs
United Arab Emirates United Arab Emirates
Abstract

The aim of this study was to evaluate a sample of Al-Ain, UAE elementary grade teachers’
knowledge and skills in the methods of teaching reading. Two instruments were designed by the
researchers for the purpose of the study: one to measure teachers’ knowledge and the other to
measure teachers’ skills in the teaching methods of Arabic reading. Validity and reliability of both
instruments were obtained. Results of the study revealed that teachers were more knowledgeable
with the whole approach as opposed to the analytical approach. Also, results indicated that teachers
with more years of experience tend to have more knowledge and skills about the analytical approach
(phonics) as opposed to teachers with less experience.

Some recommendations were drawn as how to make use of the program of the pre and in-
service training of the teachers, specifically in the use of the analytical approach.
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The Relationship Between Phonological Awareness and Reading Skill
Level in Dyslexic Elementary School Children

Smail Layes

Dept. of Psychology
El-Oued University Centre, Algeria

Abstract

The study was conducted to examine the relationship between phonological awareness and
developmental dyslexia in elementary school children aged 8 to 12 years. The sample consisted of
101 male and female students randomly selected. Individuals were classified on the base of reading
test to two groups: (51) normal readers and (50) dyslexics. The two groups were submitted to a
phonological skill task including detecting phoneme task and computing phoneme task from a
verbal word series.

The results showed a positive significant correlation among phonological awareness ability and
reading skill level. Results also showed that there were significant differences in both phonological
skill tasks between the two groups in favor of normal readers individuals.

The study ended with some recommendations as how to make use of phonological awareness
training with elementary level students as a preventive dyslexia procedure and its identification in
the preschool stage.
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Abstract

The study aimed at investigating the effect of print-rich home environment on
developing preschool children’s awareness of the written language.The study sample
consisted of (40) preschoolers (aged 3-4) and their parents. To achieve the study’s
purpose, the researcher developed a questionnaire which was distributed among 40
parents to identify preschool children living in print-rich home environments and
those living in a non-print rich environment. All children in the sample completed
their written language awareness test (WLAT). The results revealed that parents’
attempts to provide their children with a print-rich home environment varied within
the range from fair to weak. Moreover, the results indicated that children living in
print-rich home environments had a higher score in (WLAT) than those who did not.
In the light of these findings, recommendations were drawn as how to improve print-
rich environments at both home and kindergarten.
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Report on the late
Jassim M. Al-Baher Project

Study of The Psychological Conditions of Children and
youth in Lebanon after the July 2006 War

Adnan El Amine (Coordinator), Kamal Abouchedid, Maria M. Llabri, Fawziah
Hadi, Marwan Gharzeddine, Marawan Huri, Cosette Maiky

Dr. Hassan Al-Ebraheem, the head of the Kuwait Society For The Advancement
Of Arab Children, has announced in Beirut on Friday 5%, December, 2008 that the project
of study of Psychological conditions of Children and youth in Lebanon after July 2009
War has come to an end. This project was totally funded by the International Financial
Consultant Company (IFA) which was chaired by the late Jassim M. Al-Baher, a member
of the board of directors of Kuwait Society for the Advancement of Arab Children.

In his speech, Dr. Al-Ebraheem stressed the value of such work, and reminded
us that the Kuwait Society for the Advancement of Arab Children had embarked in 1986
on a giant project in collaboration with the American University of Beirut, and funded by
Arabian Gulf Program for Supporting of the UN Organizations for Development. This
study has been published in two books, both in Arabic and English. The study has proven
to be a unique document for uncovering the human sufferings that caused by both the
Lebanese civil war and the Israeli invitation of Lebanon.

Dr. Al-Ebraheem declared that the present study of the Psychological Condition of
Children and youth in Lebanon After the July 2006 War revealed tremendous psychological
effect that caused by the war and has affected the children and youth of Lebanon, although
there is no center to deal with the aftermath of war and its effects on children in the country
as yet. Therefore, the Kuwait Society For The Advancement Of Arab Children has taken
into consideration that this project will not be as academic study only but should lead to
an establishment of a center for post Dramatic Stress Disorder to treat children 3-18 years
of age. This center will be financed by Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development and
Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development may possibly contribute in financing it
too.

In this regard, it gives me great pleasure to announce that the Kuwait Fund held
several meetings with personnel in the Lebanese Government to discuss the issue of
developing the center with the agreement of the following official bodies:

- His highness, the Prime Minister of Lebanon, Mr. Fuad Al-Sanura.
- His Excellency the Ex-Minister of Education, Dr. Khalid Kabbani.
- His Excellency the present Minister of Education Mrs. Bahiya AlHariri.

- The President of Development and Construction Council, Mr. Nabil Al-Jisr
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On my last visit to Lebanon I had a chance to meet with the Minister of Education,
Mrs. Bahiya Al-Hariri together with the director of the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development in Lebanon, Dr. Mohammed Sadiki, where a discussion took place about
the upcoming activities to establish “The Lebanese Center for Psychological Support of
Children and Youth (3-18 years)”, and to regard this project as a part of the educational
development plan of the Ministry. The Minister asked for collaboration with the Ministry
in the execution plan for building the Center.

Finally, and on behalf of the members of the Kuwait Society For The Advancement
Of Arab Children, I would like to thank the Lebanese Association for Educational Sciences
for their cooperation and support of Non-government Organizations in the Arab world. My
thanks also extended to the members of the expert committee and field workers.

Dr. Hassan Al-Ebraheem

A book has been published by the Kuwait Society For The Advancement Of Arab
Children and the Lebanese Association for Education Sciences entitled “The Psychological
Conditions of Children and youth in Lebanon after the July 2006 war” in both Arabic and
English.

This book was written by a number of specialists in psychology, psycho-therapy ,
education and statistics from Lebanon, Kuwait, and America. It’s publication was announced
in a celebration in which the project came to an end.

The Study Summary:

This study was conducted in the spring of 2007, or about nine months after the
July-August War of 2006 (LIW06), waged by Israel against Lebanon. The sample covered
6,632 students from KG1 to grade 12. It is considered among of the widest investigative
surveys of this kind in the world. The selection of the sample employed statistical methods
that rendered it representative of students in Lebanon.

The study used seven measurement tools. The first six measured the psychological
conditions of children and youth in various areas, with a total of 35 psychological
measurements. The seventh tool measured the degree to which people were subjected
to events during and prior to LIWO06, revealing as well socio-economic aspects of the
respondents.

This study aimed at assessing the psychological conditions of youth and children,
by answering to three questions: 1) After the July War of 2006, have psychological problems
spread among youth and children, on average, in the same way that they do among their
counterparts in normal or post-conflict societies, or are they greater or fewer in incidence?
2) To what extent do these problems spread further among those who were the most exposed
to 2006 July War? 3) Are there other factors (social-demographic) that explain the increase
in psychological problems, in which ways do these factors have an impact, and how long
will the impact of the July War persist after these factors have been controlled for?

The study revealed that high percentages (26%) of youth and children suffer from
Post Traumatic Symptoms (PTS); the figures are very close to internationally-known rates
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in countries that have experienced wars and conflicts (25%), and are lower than the rates
observed in countries such as Rwanda (70), Kuwait (45.6%), or Palestine (50%).

Fear and Worry disorders are more widespread in the Lebanese sample, if only slightly,
compared to the US sample (in which the same tools were used on normal students).

Depression is not noticeably widespread among Lebanese students. The prevalence
of clinical cases of Impulsivity among Lebanese students stands at 14.2%, which is one of
the highest rates of psychological and health problems recorded in the study. However,
comparing these results with that of their American peers shows that the means for Lebanese
is lower than that their Americans and Palestinian counterparts. The rate of clinical cases of
Psychosomatic Symptoms stood at 9.4%; cases of Muscular Tension and Anxiety registered
8.1% which is a moderate level, although the means of the Lebanese sample in the two
subscales (and statistically significant) were higher than the American rates, for both boys
and girls.

These are just few examples of the numerous results of the study. In general
Lebanese students’ rates of psychological problems are only slightly high.

The mean of exposure to LIW06 events stood at 10.2 per person. Those who were
exposed to 12-24 events counted for 34.6% (hearing bombarding, seeing event, injury,
displacement, house destructed, death of relative, etc.). Moving from those who their
exposure was classified as low to whose exposure was classified as high, the rate of clinical
cases jumps by a factor of 1.5 in grades 6-12, and by a factor of more than two in grades
1-5. It rose by a factor of three in the preschool grades.

It appeared that those who stated the most that they had been exposed to the LIW06
(in terms of the total number of incidents of exposure) were students in: public education,
the governorate of Nabatiyah, members of the Shiite sect, those with parents belonging
to professions with low social status, and those whose parents had a low educational
level (illiterate or elementary-level education). The residents of the governorate of Beirut
recorded the highest mean of the category entitled “incidents unconnected to the war,”
followed by the governorate of North Lebanon.

The tests also revealed that exposure to incidents prior to the war also helped in
interpreting the results; these incidents are of two types: military, and social or individual.
This indicates the importance of expanding our thinking about psychological problems
before and after war.

In most cases there are significant gender differences and problems are generally
more widespread among females. There are also significant differences among age groups,
problems appear with older individuals. As for grades, the differences were not clear
enough.

There are significant differences among educational sectors. Appearance of
psychological problems is mostly recorded in public sector. Schools are deeply differentiated
in this regard.

Differences related to governorates (Muhafaza) are significant. However none of
them show the highest means in all tests. In Nabatieh (and South Lebanon and Bekaa)
psychological problems prevailed in 7 to 8§ measurements. Beirut and the North appear
to be the governorates that have the most psychological problems in an equal number of
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measurements (eight). It is interesting to note that while the governorate of Nabatiyah
had higher values on the clinical elevation index in grades 1-5, the governorate of Beirut
exhibited higher values in grades 6-12.

Significant differences were found according to the sect. However, we find that
Sunni students registered the highest means in 14 measurements, while Shiite students did
the same in nine others. The study concludes that we should not consider a governorate
(Nabatiyah or Beirut) or a sect (Sunni or Shiite) as the most susceptible to psychological
problems in absolute terms. Each time we talk about a group, in which psychological
problems spread more than others, we should specify the measurement or problem or age
category we are talking about.

The lower we go down the social ladder, the higher the rate of psychological
problems. The results are very consistent in this direction, based on father’s profession
and parents’ levels of education. As for parents’ marital status the study showed that higher
mean was recorded with students whose parents were separated or divorced.

Based on the research findings the study proposes seven recommendations,
especially regarding the functioning of a Center of Psychological Support for Children
and Youth in Lebanon. The study has developed in parallel the plan of this center whose
establishment is in progress at present.
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